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Inasmuch as the present circumstances do not admit
of your being given another sphere of activity and
because, in consequence of those same circumstances,
it seems desirable to me myself that you should seek
another place of residence until something else is
determined upon, I feel prompted to inform you of
this and to leave entirely to you the choice of your
future habitation.

In a second note, written on the same day,
Frederick William explains more fully under what
compulsion he is acting and declares that he
trusts to Blucher's patriotism to show a willing
submission. The King does justice to Blucher's
zeal and to the services performed in the past,
informs him that he is sending him 2000 thalers for
travelling expenses, requests him to keep the con-
tents of the letter secret, and finally adds words
that must have done much to cheer the old general
cast adrift at the age of 69: "I have it in mind to
place you in a position to renew your activity so
soon as there shall be an opportunity."

Blucher answered that, much as he regretted
renouncing his activity, he saw the necessity for it,
and would carry with him the conscious satisfaction
of haying faithfully served his king and his country
throughout a number of years. He chose Stargard
for his residence and remained there during the
winter of 1811-1812.

It was a period of upheaval through which the
Prussian state was now passing, and the new
policy meant estrangement not from one but from